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Karen Caplan is Assistant Professor of Latin American 
history at Rutgers University-Newark. She is the author 
of Local Liberalisms: Mexico’s Indigenous Villagers and 
the State, 1812-1857, forthcoming from Stanford Univer-
sity Press. Currently, she is a Fellow at the University of 
Maryland’s Latin American Studies Center, where she is 
beginning work on the project to be discussed in this talk. 

“The Redistributional Turn: 
Economic Theory and Development Policy in 

 Mexico and the World Bank in the 1970s”
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